
Biology - Course Information 

2015-2016 

 

Instructor: Mr. Hoffmeyer 

School phone: (248) 203-3999 ext. 50545 

Email: kh08bps@birmingham.k12.mi.us 
 

Course Overview: 

Biology will allow students to expand their scientific and technological knowledge.  Biology is a college preparatory 

course that provides a comprehensive survey of all major branches in biology with an emphasis on laboratory 

investigation.  Topics include bioenergetics, ecology, cell theory, genetics, evolution, microbial agents of disease, 

classification and anatomy/physiology of plants and animals.  We will be covering several topics over the trimester 

based on the Michigan Curriculum Framework.  These will include, but are not limited to: 

Biology A     Biology B 

 Biological Inquiry    Cellular Basis of Inheritance 

 Chemical Basis of Life   Patterns of Inheritance      

 Molecules of Life    DNA and the Language of Life 

 The Cell      Biotechnology 

 Energy from Sunlight    Evolution 

 Energy from Food    Origin of Biological Diversity  

 Human Body Systems    Prokaryotes/Viruses/Immune System   
        

*   You will be conducting labs, writing lab reports, and presenting information to the class. 
 

Materials Suggested 
Biology: Miller and Levine (provided) 

Three ringed binder for notes and assignments 

Scientific calculator 

* Items not to bring to class: 

1. No food. 

2. No cell phones (7:30 – 2:50) 

*  Other disruptive materials may be taken from students and returned at the end of the day to the  

student/parent. 
 

 

Important Rules For Student Behavior: 
Students are expected to behave according to the "Code of Conduct" outlined in the Student Handbook.  

Inappropriate behavior can be defined as behaviors or actions that interfere with anyone (including the teacher) 

accomplishing the job at hand.  Below is a list of some general rules.   

Do Not Interfere With Your Learning And/Or The Learning Of Others 

1. Always follow directions and do not waste time.   

2. Respect ALL others.  This includes their feelings and their personal belongings. 

3. Take responsibility for your education; show responsibility in your actions/work. 

4. Students not in class when the bell rings at the end of the hour will be marked absent.  
 

 

Attendance:  DO NOT MISS CLASS - exchange numbers with a classmate. 

Attendance is an important component of a successful trimester.  If you must be absent, it is YOUR 

RESPONSIBILITY to make up all assignments.  It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to see me before school or attend 

the first X-Block after your absence to get the information you missed, make-up quizzes, complete labs, or to make 

further arrangements unless arrangements are made otherwise.  You have 2 days from the day you were absent to 

make up all work done in class or homework assigned that day.  Assignments collected on the day of your absence 

must be turned in the day you return to class or earlier with absent written across the top of the page.  It is your 

responsibility to turn in the work upon your return.  Since tests and most quizzes are announced in advance, you are 

expected to take them as scheduled even if you were absent the day before (call a friend).  Be prepared to take a 

missed test or quiz on the day you return to class. 

 

 

 

 



* You must complete the absent quiz/test within 3 days of the original quiz/test date or your return to school.  This 

will require you to use the early morning testing center (5:45a.m.  – 7:15a.m.)  located in Room  A205. 

 If you fail to take the test/quiz by the end of the testing period on the third day you will receive a zero. 
 

 Truants:  If you skip class, No credit will be given for assignments due or assigned that day.  

 Tardies:  See Student Handbook. 
 

Assignments:  Assignments are collected at the beginning of class, and considered late if not turned in at that time.  

No late work will be accepted for full credit.  If there are extenuating circumstances or an emergency has taken place 

then be sure to speak with me before class or the assignment due date.  Remember - partial work is better than no 

work.  Most late work can be turned in by the next morning before 6:00 am for a maximum of 75% credit.  

Assignments turned in the next class period will be worth a maximum 50%.  No credit will be given after the next 

class period.  Some assignments may not be accepted for late credit if answers discussed in class.   
 

Binder and Labs: 
A binder/notebook is suggested for this class.  It is recommended you keep all your notes, handouts, labs, and 

homework in an organized binder.  It is critical for students to be present the day of labs because some labs cannot 

be recreated/restaged and you will still be responsible for the material.  Students absent the day of a lab are 

responsible for getting the data from a classmate.  If the lab can’t be recreated then an alternative assignment must 

be completed. 
 

Academic Integrity: Refer to the student handbook. 

SEAHOLM SCIENCE DEPARTMENT LABORATORY REPORT STATEMENT Issued 11/01/04 

When completing laboratory reports, the entire laboratory report must be completed in your own words and you 

must perform your own calculations.  The data will be the same as your partner(s), but it is your responsibility to 

create your own data chart and to write all parts of the laboratory report independently.  If laboratory reports are 

copied or are too similar to your partner's, a zero for the laboratory will be given to all parties involved and an 

Honor Code/Academic misconduct will be filed for all parties involved.  This will hold true for all science classes 

unless an individual teacher for a specified laboratory indicates that a certain part or parts of a laboratory may be 

shared. 
 

1. All students must do their own work and all work must be original.  Written assignments, including homework, 

are to be individual unless otherwise instructed. 

2. Any talking/communication of any kind during quizzes or tests is academic misconduct. 

3. Any individual work that is identical or nearly identical to another student's will be considered academic 

misconduct. 

 If any of the above occurs, an academic misconduct report will be filed and parents/legal guardians will be 

contacted.  Students will not receive credit for that assignment. 
 

Grading:  Students' grades will be determined by their tests/quizzes, homework, labs, and projects.  Tests and 

quizzes will account for 55% of your marking period grade, while labs, projects and homework will comprise the 

remaining 45%.  Trimester grades will be calculated by adding the marking period grade (80%) and a final exam 

grade (20%).  Students should keep a record of their grade for each assignment.  Grades will be periodically posted 

in class by student number and might be periodically available online for viewing. 
 

The following grading scale is in effect: 

    

   100%  - 92.5% = A         89.4% - 86.5% = B+      79.4% - 76.5% = C+     69.4% - 66.5% = D+       59.4% - 0% = E 

   92.4% - 89.5% = A-        86.4% - 82.5% = B        76.4% - 72.5% = C      66.4% - 62.5% = D 

             82.4% - 79.5% = B-       72.4% - 69.5% = C-      62.4% - 59.5% = D- 
 

Extra Help: Utilize X-Block and/or make an appointment with me for after school.  I am willing to stay after school 

most days. Call my voice mail and leave a message 203-3999 ext. 50545, or e-mail at 

kh08bps@birmingham.k12.mi.us .  (E-mail is the preferred method).   
 

Parent Concerns/Questions:  Please email.  I will respond as quickly and as often as possible. 

 

 

 



Your Role As A Student:  Tips For Success 

 

Outside of Class 

Have you read the assigned/associated reading prior to class? 

Have you completed the homework? 

Have you reviewed the material from the previous day? 

Have you reread the material after class? 

Have you taken advantage of partial credit on late assignments? 

Have you completed practice assignments? 

Have you completed review sheets when available? 

Have you made note cards? 

Have you accessed the textbook website (http://www.pearsonsuccessnet.com )?  If you have not 

registered, the class access code is on my webpage. 

Have you taken the practice tests? 

Have you defined important terminology? 

Have you studied in small groups? 

Do you study with technology turned off? (TV, music, computer, phone, etc)  

Are you over involved in extra-curricular or social activities (sports, clubs, job, church, volunteer, etc.)? 
 

During Class 

Are you an active participant in your learning/education? 

Are you trying to engage with the material? 

Are you taking notes in class? 

Are you asking question? 

Are you sitting next to a friend that is a distraction? 

Are you the distraction? 

Is your phone/technology turned off? 

Are you attending class on a regular basis (no unexcused absences or chronic tardiness)? 

Are you taking tests on time with the rest of the class? 
 

Additional Support 

Are you attending X-block? 

Are you asking questions before/after school? 

Are you attending Tue./Thur. sessions in the Media Center? 

Are parents/guardians checking your homework and reviewing with you prior to tests? 

Have you told your parents/guardians that you are struggling? 

Have you talked with your school counselor about your struggles?  

Have you inquired about/do you have an NHS tutor (see your teacher for an updated list)? 

Have you inquired about/do you have an Adult tutor (list available through the Administration Building)? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Academic Integrity: Refer to the student handbook. 

SEAHOLM SCIENCE DEPARTMENT LABORATORY REPORT STATEMENT Issued 11/01/04 

When completing laboratory reports, the entire laboratory report must be completed in your own words 

and you must perform your own calculations.  The data will be the same as your partner(s), but it is your 

responsibility to create your own data chart and to write all parts of the laboratory report independently.  

If laboratory reports are copied or are too similar to your partner's, a zero for the laboratory will be given 

to all parties involved and an Honor Code/Academic misconduct will be filed for all parties involved.  

This will hold true for all science classes unless an individual teacher for a specified laboratory indicates 

that a certain part or parts of a laboratory may be shared. 

 

1. All students must do their own work and all work must be original.  Written assignments, 

including homework, are to be individual unless otherwise instructed. 

2. Any talking/communication of any kind during quizzes or tests is academic misconduct. 

3. Any individual work that is identical or nearly identical to another student's will be considered 

academic misconduct. 

 If any of the above occurs, an academic misconduct report will be filed and parents/legal 

guardians will be contacted.  Students will not receive credit for that assignment. 
 

Science Laboratory Safety Agreement  

Science is a subject that involves hands-on work with a wide variety of materials and equipment. 

Laboratory safety involves recognition of safety hazards and awareness of necessary precautions 

connected with these hazards. While occasional accidents do occur, hazards can be anticipated and 

following proper safety precautions can prevent most accidents. Three fundamental guidelines for safety 

include:  

 

1.)  Read materials before class and always follow written and verbal directions. 

2.)  Use common sense when working with laboratory apparatus and materials. 

3.)  Know where safety equipment is and how to get help in case of emergency.  

  

Laboratory Safety Rules:  

1.   Wear approved safety goggles at all times. 

2.   Know the location and operations of all safety equipment. 

3.   Never work alone in the laboratory. 

4.   Do only assigned experiments. 

5.   Wear clothing that will provide maximum protection. 

6.   Place items such as purses, coats, sweaters, backpacks, extra books, etc. in designated areas. 

7.   Never eat, drink, apply make-up, or chew gum in laboratory. 

8.   Discard materials as directed by the instructor. Do not pour waste liquids down the drain without 

permission. 

9.   Handle all living organisms in a humane manner. Preserved materials and specimens are to be treated 

with respect and disposed of properly. 

10.   Return all equipment to proper locations and help to keep the lab clean and uncluttered. 

11.   Use a fume hood when directed. 

12.   Use good judgment and care in the lab. Do not wander, distract, or interfere with other student’s 

work. No horseplay or pranks allowed. 

13.   Avoid touching hot objects. 

14.   Wash hands thoroughly before leaving the lab area. 

15.   Never remove equipment or materials from the laboratory. 

16.   Immediately report all spills, injuries, or damaged equipment, no matter how minor, to the 

instructor.  
 

 



I have read the attached syllabus.  I understand the grading policy and will do my best to fulfill the 

expectations of this class.  I have read the Seaholm science department laboratory report statement and 

the lab safety sheet (see below) and will abide by the honor code. 

 

 
Science Laboratory Safety Agreement  

Purpose:  

Science is a subject that involves hands-on work with a wide variety of materials and equipment. Laboratory safety 

involves recognition of safety hazards and awareness of necessary precautions connected with these hazards. While 

occasional accidents do occur, hazards can be anticipated and following proper safety precautions can prevent most 

accidents. Three fundamental guidelines for safety include:  

 

1.)  Read materials before class and always follow written and verbal directions. 

2.)  Use common sense when working with laboratory apparatus and materials. 

3.)  Know where safety equipment is and how to get help in case of emergency.  

  

Laboratory Safety Rules:  

1.   Wear approved safety goggles at all times. 

2.   Know the location and operations of all safety equipment. 

3.   Never work alone in the laboratory. 

4.   Do only assigned experiments. 

5.   Wear clothing that will provide maximum protection. 

6.   Place items such as purses, coats, sweaters, backpacks, extra books, etc. in designated areas. 

7.   Never eat, drink, apply make-up, or chew gum in laboratory. 

8.   Discard materials as directed by the instructor. Do not pour waste liquids down the drain without permission. 

9.   Handle all living organisms in a humane manner. Preserved materials and specimens are to be treated with 

respect and disposed of properly. 

10.   Return all equipment to proper locations and help to keep the lab clean and uncluttered. 

11.   Use a fume hood when directed. 

12.   Use good judgment and care in the lab. Do not wander, distract, or interfere with other student’s work. No 

horseplay or pranks allowed. 

13.   Avoid touching hot objects. 

14.   Wash hands thoroughly before leaving the lab area. 

15.   Never remove equipment or materials from the laboratory. 

16.   Immediately report all spills, injuries, or damaged equipment, no matter how minor, to the instructor.  
 
 

Student Signature and Date:   

_______________________________________________________ 

(Please print below if not legible)  
 

 

Parents and Guardians 
I have read the attached syllabus and laboratory safety guidelines.  I understand the grading policy and 

will do my best to help my child fulfill the expectations of this class.   
 

Parent/Guardian Signature and Date:  

_________________________________________________________________ 

HOME PHONE: (       )___________________   PERSON_________________________ 

WORK PHONE: (       )___________________   PERSON_________________________  

EMAIL ADDRESS ________________________________________________________ 

(Please print clearly) 


